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solemnity. Thereafter he continued to revel in his old habits
and spent most of the wealth. When he grew fifty years
old, he noticed signs of old age on his body and began to
contemplate on his past deeds. What did he gain by killing
his father and by squandering the wealth in sinful acts?
Remorse and repentance filled his mind. Fear overtook him.
As he was pensively immersed in such thoughts, his purohit
Chandraka visited him.
Mayura received him with due hospitality and
lamented, "I am a great sinner. All my bad deeds weigh
heavily on me. For the sake of money, I have killed my
noble father. I have spent all my youth in the company of
loathsome persons. I have indulged myself in wine and
women. I have not done even a single good deed but was
involved in every conceivable immoral act. How can I wash
away my sins? Oh! purohit you are my mother, father and
friend. I take refuge in you. Kindly save me". Chandraka
was much moved and advised him to visit the various
sacred teerthas and to make appropriate gifts after taking
bath in each of them. He offered to accompany him to
perform the prescibed rites in various places. Both of them
set out on teertha yatra.
They visited hundreds of teerthas which included
Ganga, Yamuna, Sarasvathi, Sindhu, Godavari, Krishna,
Cauvery, Panchaprayagas in the north, Ganga Sagara
sangam in the east Dhanushkoti in the south and Pushkara
in the west They covered the entire Bharata Varsha, took
bath in all the sacred rivers, lakes and sea-shores, observed
fasts, performed ceremonies to propitiate Gods and (manes)
Pithrudevathas and made enormous gifts to brahmins and
pious people. In spite of all these visits Mayura could not
gain peace of mind. Finally they reached a place called
Nageswara, ten miles to the east of Chandrasaila. There
two serpents named Kambala and Aswatara worshipped
Lord Shiva and became his ear rings. There they took bath